
 
 

Old First  
Presbyterian Church 

 

Sunday, August 23, 2026 

Worship Through Praising God 

Easy-to-use headphones to assist with hearing are available from the ushers. 

Please fill out a guest card found in the pew rack  
and place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher. 

Silence is requested as we prepare our hearts for worship.  

* At the asterisk, please rise in body or spirit. 

Prelude Two Hymntune Sketches:  
   SANDELL (Children of the Heavenly Father) 
   AR HYD Y NOS (All Through the Night) 

Dale Wood (1934-2003) 
Welcome and 

Church Life 
 

Introit All Are Welcome                                   Marty Haugen (born 1950) 
Michael Desnoyers, tenor 

 Let us build a house where love can dwell  
   and all can safely live,  
a place where saints and children tell  
   how hearts learn to forgive.  
Built of  hopes and dreams and visions,  
   rock of  faith and vault of  grace;  
here the love of  Christ shall end divisions:  
   all are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place. 
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*Call to Worship Hal Christiansen 
Leader We are called to a ministry of presence  

   that acknowledges each human’s incredible worth. 
People Aware of our judgments, we seek to meet people where they are  

   through the arts, education, advocacy, and accompaniment. 
Leader We participate in shattering myths  

   about those living in poverty: 
People Seeing the light, courage, intelligence, strength, and  

   creativity of the people we encounter. 
Leader We discover on the streets our common humanity: 
People Through which celebration, community, and healing occur. 

 Mission Statement of Faithful Fools Street Ministry 

*Hymn 610 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

1 O for a thousand tongues to sing  
   my dear Redeemer’s praise,  
the glories of  my God and King,  
   the triumphs of  God’s grace. 

2 The name of  Jesus charms our fears,  
   and bids our sorrows cease,  
sings music in the sinner’s ears,  
   brings life, and health, and peace. 

3 Christ speaks, and listening to his voice  
   new life the dead receive;  
the mournful waken to rejoice;  
   the poor in heart believe. 

4 My gracious Master and my God,  
   assist me to proclaim,  
to spread through all the earth abroad  
   the honors of thy name. 

5 To God all glory, praise, and love  
   be now and ever given  
by saints below and saints above,  
   the church in earth and heaven. 
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Prayer of  
Confession 

 
Hal Christiansen 

 We admit, Loving God,  
   that we have difficulties living as your children. 

 We could live in unity,  
   but our words and ways  
   fracture relationships with neighbors, family and friends. 

 We have been shown  
   the way to live in Your presence.  

 Have mercy on us, Healing Heart. 
    Have Mercy on us, God of  Wisdom and Love. 
 When you call to us, may we listen with open ears,  

   understand with embracing hearts, and  
   share your grace with others. 

 We ask this in the name of  Jesus, our brother and guide.  
   Amen. 

    Silence is kept. 
*Assurance of  

Forgiveness 
 

Leader May we hear and know within us the Good News, 
   for you, God, provide hope  
   and fill us with joy, with compassion and peace.  

People As mercy leads to mercy,  
   we will take these gifts to share with the world.  
      Thanks be to God. Amen. 

*Hymn 447 
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Offering Ushers will now receive the offering. You may also make your 
offering electronically using the QR-code to the right or this 
address: https://new.oldfirst.org/donations/ 

 
Solo There Is a Balm in Gilead                     African American Spiritual 

Arranged by Harry T. Burleigh (1866-1949) 
Michael Desnoyers, tenor 

 There is a balm in Gilead,  
To make the wounded whole.  
There is a balm in Gilead,  
to heal the sin-sick soul. 

    Sometimes I feel discouraged,  
   and think my work’s in vain, 
   But then the Holy Spirit,  
   revives my work again 

 There is a balm in Gilead… 

    If you cannot preach like Peter, 
   If you cannot pray like Paul, 
   Go home and tell your neighbor,  
 “He died to save us all.” 

 There is a balm in Gilead… 
*Doxology Genevan Psalter, 1551 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 Thomas Ken (1637-1711) 

Time with Our 
Children 

 
The Saggy Baggy Elephant and the New Dance, by Sarah Leslie 

*The Peace Sebastian Dueñas 
Leader The peace of  the Lord be always with you!  
People And also with you! 

  

https://new.oldfirst.org/donations/
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*Hymn 821 My Life Flows On 

1 My life flows on in endless song, 
above earth’s lamentation. 
I hear the clear, though far-off  hymn 
that hails a new creation. 

Refrain    No storm can shake my inmost calm 
   while to that Rock I’m clinging. 
   Since Christ is Lord of  heaven and earth, 
   how can I keep from singing? 

2 Through all the tumult and the strife, 
I hear that music ringing. 
It finds an echo in my soul. 
How can I keep from singing? 

3 What though my joys and comforts die? 
I know my Savior liveth. 
What though the darkness gather round? 
Songs in the night he giveth. 

4 The peace of  Christ makes fresh my heart, 
a fountain ever springing! 
All things are mine since I am his! 
How can I keep from singing? 

Worship Through Hearing God’s Word 

Prayers of 
the People 

 
Michael Berg 

Prayer 
Partners 

Linda Reyder, Sally Spencer, AnnieScott Rogers, Mary Russell, 
Amir Sadeghi, Kurt Schwartzmann, Pam Sebastian, Priya Singh 

The Lord’s  
Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
      on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts,  

   as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

   Amen. 
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Scripture Luke 4:14-20 (page 57) 

Leader For the Word of  God in scripture, 
For the Word of  God within us, 
For the Word of  God among us: 

People Thanks be to God! 

Sermon A Fool’s Mission                                          Carmen Barsody, OSF 

Worship Through Responding to God’s Word 

*Hymn 772 Live into Hope 

1 Live into hope of  captives freed,  
of  sight regained, the end of  greed.  
The oppressed shall be the first to see  
the year of  God’s own jubilee! 

2 Live into hope! The blind shall see  
with insight and with clarity,  
removing shades of  pride and fear,  
a vision of  our God brought near. 

3 Live into hope of  liberty,  
the right to speak, the right to be,  
the right to have one’s daily bread,  
to hear God’s word and thus be fed. 

4 Live into hope of  captives freed  
from chains of  fear or want or greed.  
God now proclaims our full release  
to faith and hope and joy and peace. 

*Charge and 
Benediction 

 

Postlude Toccata                                                    Flor Peeters (1903-1986) 

During the postlude, you may either depart or take a seat to listen, as you wish. 

Please join us for coffee hour in the fellowship hall on the lower level  
and for further conversation with Carmen Barsody. 
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Old First Presbyterian Church, PC(USA) 

Sharing God’s Love, Welcome, and Justice  
On our Corner, in Our City, and in the World  

www.oldfirst.org • 415-776-5552  
Find Us on Facebook and YouTube  

Today’s Guest Preacher: Carmen Barsody 
Carmen Barsody, OSF, is our guest preacher today. Carmen was born and raised in 
Elk River, Minnesota. She studied Theology and Pastoral Ministry at the College of 
St. Catherine in St. Paul. In 1983 she spent six months as a Lay Volunteer in Maracay, 
Venezuela, with the Franciscan Sisters and when she returned from Venezuela she 
joined the Franciscan Community of Little Falls on April Fool’s Day, 1984. She 
worked as a Pastoral Associate in a predominantly Hispanic parish in Chicago, spent 
seven years ministering in Managua Nicaragua where she worked with women and 
youth. In 1998 she co-founded Faithful Fools Street Ministry together with Kay 
Jorgensen, a Unitarian Universalist Minister, in the Tenderloin District of San 
Francisco, where she currently lives and works.  

After worship today we will have a chance to hear more about “the Fools” and their 
ministry in conversation with Carmen. So plan to grab a cup and a snack at coffee 
hour and then head to the Munro Room. 

Next Sunday’s Guest Preacher: Laura M. Cheifetz 

Our guest preacher next Sunday will be the Reverend Laura Mariko Cheifetz. Laura 
serves as the Transitional Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery of San Francisco, of 
which Old First is an integral part.  

A biracial Asian American queer ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church (USA), 
Laura has served previously in racial and gender justice advocacy, religious publishing, 
reproductive justice, and theological education in the Midwest, East, and Southeast. 
Born in San Francisco, raised in eastern Oregon and western Washington, she is a 
double “pastors’ kid” – Laura’s parents are the Reverend Diana Cheifetz and the 
Reverend Jeffrey Cheifetz. Laura serves on the advisory team for Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance and the board of Pacific Asian North American Asian Women in 
Theology & Ministry. She lives with her partner and their rescue dog in the East Bay.  

After worship next Sunday we will have a chance to hear more about our presbytery 
in conversation with Laura in the Munro Room. So plan to grab a cup and a snack at 
coffee hour and then head over to the Munro Room. 

  

http://www.oldfirst.org/
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Old First Staffs the Food Pantry, August 29  

 

Old First and St. Luke’s volunteers will staff the 
Food Pantry this Saturday, August 29. So mark 
your calendars and sign up early!  

To visit the sign-up webpage, 
simply use the QR-code to the 
right or click on the link below. 

 

https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/667004851505698018/false#/invitation  

Old First Garage Mural Commences: August 29 

After long planning and preparation, Old First will begin 
painting a new mural on the wall of Old First Garage 
facing the Bank of America parking lot at 10:00 am this 
Saturday, August 29, and we invite everyone to help. (If 
you’re staffing the Food Pantry, stick around and pitch 
in on the mural, too.) Further details will soon follow; 
however, if you’re interested in helping, plan to contact 
Erwin Barron in the last week of August. See the image 
to the right for the mural proposal.  

Old First Choir Returns, September 13 
Old First’s choir returns to worship on Sunday, September 13. It’s a joy to welcome 
new and returning choir members to the ministry of worship through music. There 
are no attendance requirements... just arrive at 9:30 am on Sunday mornings whenever 
you can. If you have any questions, please speak with our music director, Larry 
Marietta, in person at the organ console or by email: larrymarietta@gmail.com  

Glenda Hope Documentary, September 26 
A new documentary film on the Reverend Glenda Hope, “Hope in the Streets,” will 

premiere on Saturday, September 26, at 1:00 pm, at the Marina Theater, 2149 

Chestnut Street in San Francisco. The 38-minute documentary film follows Glenda 

across five decades of ministry in San Francisco’s Tenderloin. Glenda’s unwavering 

faith fuels a life of relentless compassion for people the city has 

forgotten—transforming lives and inspiring a community of unlikely 

partners to carry her mission forward. Admission will be by advance 

tickets only. Tickets, at a suggested donation from $5 to $50 per 

ticket, are available through Eventbrite using this QR-code here.  

  

https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/667004851505698018/false#/invitation
mailto:larrymarietta@gmail.com
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Perk Up Coffee Hour! 

Can you sponsor coffee hour? For a $50 contribution, you or a group of you can 
sponsor this important weekly community-building ministry.  

Yes, indeed, hospitality is a ministry! Use the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in 
the Sacramento Street entrance to pick a date; then enter your name and a dedication. 
Your dedication will appear in that Sunday’s bulletin. Alternatively, you can contact 
the church office to find a date and to sign up. 

This Week at Old First 

Sunday August 23 
After Worship Coffee Hour 

4:00 pm O1C: SF International Piano Festival 9 
Alexandre Dossin plays Bernstein, Villa-Lobos, Gershwin 

7:15 pm AA Friendly Circle, Fellowship Hall 
Tuesday August 25 
6:00 pm Session, On-Line 
Friday August 28 

8:00 pm O1C: SF International Piano Festival 9 
TNTeague Duo: Liam Teague, steel pan,  
Jaden Teague-Núñez, steelpan & piano 

Saturday August 29 
9:00 am Interfaith Food Pantry 

10:00 am Old First Garage Mural Commences 
Sunday August 30 

11:00 am Worship 
After Worship Coffee Hour 

4:00 pm O1C: SF International Piano Festival 9 Finale 
Elizabeth Dorman, Jeffrey LaDeur, Liam Teague, and  
Jaden Teague-Núñez play Gershwin, Rachmaninoff 

7:15 pm AA Friendly Circle, Fellowship Hall 

Old First Presbyterian Church 

The Reverend Maggi Henderson Pastor 
The Reverend Erwin C. Barron Parish Associate 

Larry Marietta Music Director 
Brad Peterson Church Office Administrator 

 


