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Sunday, August 30, 2026

Worship Through Praising God

Easy-to-use headphones to assist with hearing are available from the ushers.

Prelude

Welcome and
Church Life

*Call to Worship
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People

Please fill out a guest card found in the pew rack
and place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher.

Silence is requested as we prepare our hearts for worship.

* At the asterisk, please rise in body or spirit.

Sinfonia from Partita for Keyboard No. 2 in C Minor, BWV 826
J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

Sidney Hollar
We gather on this day,
to praise our God, who is our strength.
We gather on this holy day,
to join with Jesus in relieving the burdens of others.
We gather in this sacred space,
to be fed by the Spirit with grace and hope.



*Hymn 396
1

Brethren, We Have Met to Worship

Brethren, we have met to worship
and adore the Lord our God.

Will you pray with all your power
while we try to preach the word?
All is vain unless the Spirit

of the holy One comes down.
Brethren, pray, and holy manna
will be showered all round.

Sisters, will you come and help us?
Moses’ sister aided him.

Will you help the trembling mourners
who are struggling hard with sin?
Tell them all about the Savior.

Tell them that he will be found.
Sister, pray, and holy manna

will be showered all around.

Is there here a trembling jailer,
seeking grace and filled with fear?

Is there here a weeping Mary

pouring forth a flood of tears?
Brethren, join your cries to help them;
sisters, let your prayers abound!

Pray, O pray, that holy manna

will be scattered all around.

Let us love our God supremely;

let us love each other, too.

Let us love and pray for sinners

till our God makes all things new.
Christ will call us home to heaven;
at his table we’ll sit down.

Christ will gird himself and serve us
with sweet manna all around.



Prayer of
Confession

*Assurance of
Forgiveness
Leader

People

*Hymn 447

Sidney Hollar

If we were to name all the gods we have before you,

Rock of Redemption, we would be here a very long time.
We elevate politicians into saviors,

though they are as broken as we are.
We misuse your name so much during the day,

we have trouble speaking to you in prayer at night.
We are so busy, we do not notice

how creation witnesses to your goodness and grace.
Forgive us, God our Hope.
Help us to let go of what we value most,

SO we may open our emptiness, our hearts, our lives

to the healing and loving presence of Jesus Christ,

our Lord and Savior.

Time for silent confession

Persistently, patiently, lovingly,
God pours out grace and joy into our lives,
healing our brokenness, forgiving our sin.
Loved, we are sent to love;
Forgiven, we are freed to forgive;
Graced, we can offer our gifts to everyone we meet.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
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Offering

Solo

*Doxology

Time with Our
Children

*The Peace
Leader
People

Ushers will now receive the offering. You may also make your
offering electronically using the OR-code to the right or this

address: bttps:/ [ new.oldfirst.org/ donations/

I Will Always Love You Dolly Parton (1946-20206)
Chelsea Hollow, soprano

If I should stay,

I would only be in your way.

So I'll go but I know

I'll think of you every step of the way.
And I will always love you.
I will always love you,
You, my darling, you.

Bittersweet memories—

That is all ’'m taking with me.

So good-bye. Please don’t cry:

We both know I’m not what you, you need
And I will always love you...

I hope life treats you kind
And I hope you have all you’ve dreamed of.
And I’'m wishing you joy and happiness,
But, above all this, I wish you love.

And I will always love you...

Genevan Psalter, 1551

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Thomas Ken (1637-1711)

The Reverend Laura M. Cheifetz
Transitional Executive Presbyter
Presbytery of San Francisco

The peace of the Lord be always with you!
And also with you!

Sebastian Duenas


https://new.oldfirst.org/donations/

*Hymn 623
1

I’ve Got Peace Like a River

P’ve got peace like a river;
P’ve got peace like a river;
I’ve got peace like a river, in my soul. (repeat)

Pve got joy like a fountain...

I’ve got love like an ocean...

Worship Through Hearing God’s Word

Prayers of
the People
Prayer

Partners

The Lord’s
Prayer

Scripture

TLeader

People

Sermon

Betty Voris

Randy Smith and Andrea Segura Smith, Mark Spicer and Sam,
Rose Marie Springer, Stephen and Sarah Taber, Horngsheng Tu

and Hsiaochien Chuang

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,

forever.
Amen.

Deuteronomy 5:12-15 (page 156)
Mark 2:23-3:6 (page 34)

For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God within us,
For the Word of God among us:
Thanks be to God!

The Reverend Laura M. Cheifetz
Transitional Executive Presbyter
Presbytery of San Francisco



Worship Through Responding to God’s Word

*Hymn 393 O Day of Rest and Gladness

1 O day of rest and gladness,
O day of joy and light,
O balm for care and sadness,
most beautiful, most bright;
on you, the high and lowly,
through ages joined in tune,
sing “Holy, holy, holy”
to the great God triune.

2 Onyou, at earth’s creation
the light first had its birth;
on you, for our salvation
Christ rose from depths of earth;
on you, our Lord victorious
sent Spirit forth from heaven.
And thus on you, most glorious,
a triple light was given.

3  Onyou, God’s people meeting,
the Holy Scripture hear,
Christ’s living presence greeting,
through bread and wine made near.
New graces ever gaining
from this our day of rest,
we reach the rest remaining
to spirits of the blest.
*Charge and
Benediction

Postlude  Gigue from Partita for Keyboard No. 1 in B-flat Major, BWV 825
J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
During the postiude, you may either depart or take a seat to listen, as you wish.

Please join us for coffee hour in the fellowship hall on the lower level

and for further conversation with Laura about onr presbytery and the wider church.



Old First Presbyterian Church, PC(USA)

Sharing God’s Love, Welcome, and Justice &;
On our Corner, in Our City, and in the World
www.oldfirst.org ¢ 415-776-5552

Find Us on Facebook and YouTube [=]

| Sam Cheng on Keyboards |
We thank Samuel Cheng for playing organ and piano in today’s worship service!

5

| Today’s Liturgy |
Today’s Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness are by Thom Shuman.

| Today’s Guest Preacher: Laura M. Cheifetz |
Our guest preacher today is the Reverend Laura Mariko Cheifetz. Laura serves as the
Transitional Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery of San Francisco, of which Old
First is an integral part.

A biracial Asian American queer ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church (USA),
Laura has served previously in racial and gender justice advocacy, religious publishing,
reproductive justice, and theological education in the Midwest, East, and Southeast.
Born in San Francisco, raised in eastern Oregon and western Washington, she is a
double “pastors’ kid” — Laura’s parents are the Reverend Diana Cheifetz and the
Reverend Jeffrey Cheifetz.

Laura serves on the advisory team for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and the board
of Pacific Asian North American Asian Women in Theology & Ministry. She lives
with her partner and their rescue dog in the East Bay.

Following today’s worship service we will have a chance to hear more about our
presbytery in conversation with Laura in the Munro Room. So plan to grab a cup and
a snack at coffee hour and then head over to the Munro Room.

| Old First Choir Returns, September 13 |
Old First’s choir returns to worship on Sunday, September 13. It’s a joy to welcome
new and returning choir members to the ministry of worship through music. There
are no attendance requirements... just arrive at 9:30 am on Sunday mornings whenever
you can. If you have any questions, please see our music director, Larry Marietta, in
person at the organ console or by email: at larrymarietta(@gmail.com

| 4™ Saturday Community Dinner, September 26 |
This month’s 4th Saturday Community Dinner with our neighbors and friends falls
on Saturday, September 26. Can you help serve the meal and feast with our guests at
the dinner? Volunteers are welcomed from 4:45 pm on. Food service begins at 5:15
pm. Let us know that you can help; send an email to 4thsaturdavdinners(@oldfirst.org



http://www.oldfirst.org/
mailto:larrymarietta@gmail.com
mailto:4thsaturdaydinners@oldfirst.org

| Glenda Hope Documentary, September 26

A new documentary film on the Reverend Glenda Hope, “Hope in the Streets,” will
premiere on Saturday, September 206, at 1:00 pm, at the Marina Theater, 2149
Chestnut Street in San Francisco. The 38-minute documentary film follows Glenda
across five decades of ministry in San Francisco’s Tenderloin. Glenda’s unwavering
taith fuels a life of relentless compassion for people the city has
torgotten—transforming lives and inspiring a community of unlikely
partners to carry her mission forward. Admission will be by advance
tickets only. Tickets, at a suggested donation from §5 to $50 per
ticket, are available through Eventbrite using this QR-code here.

o

| Perk Up Coffee Hour!

Can you sponsor coffee hour? For a $50 contribution, you or a group of you can
sponsor this important weekly community-building ministry. Yes, indeed, hospitality
is a ministry! Use the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Sacramento Street
entrance to pick a date; then enter your name and a dedication.

| This Week at Old First

Sunday August 30
After Worship Coffee Hour
4:00 pm OI1C: SF International Piano Festival 9 Finale
Elizabeth Dorman, Jeffrey LaDeur, Liam Teague, and
Jaden Teague-Nufiez play Gershwin, Rachmaninoff

7:15 pm
Tuesday

Saturday

9:00 am
Sunday

11:00 am
After Worship
4:00 pm

7:15 pm
Sunday

AA Friendly Circle, Fellowship Hall
September 1

Church Office Closed (Brad on vacation)
September 5

Interfaith Food Pantry

September 6

Worship

Coftee Hour

O1C: Mike Greensill & Friends — Celebrating his 80 birthday!
AA Friendly Circle, Fellowship Hall
September 7

Labor Day: Church Office Closed

Old First Presbyterian Church

The Reverend Maggi Henderson
The Reverend Erwin C. Barron

Pastor

Parish Associate

Music Director

Church Office Administrator

Larry Marietta
Brad Peterson



