
 
 

Old First  
Presbyterian Church 

 

Sunday, September 6, 2026 

Worship Through Praising God 

Easy-to-use headphones to assist with hearing are available from the ushers. 

Please fill out a guest card found in the pew rack  
and place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher. 

Silence is requested as we prepare our hearts for worship.  

* At the asterisk, please rise in body or spirit. 

Prelude Toccata in C-Minor, P. 459            Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) 

Berceuse from Vingt-quatre pièces en style libre  
Louis Vierne (1870-1937)  

Welcome and 
Church Life 

 
The Reverend Erwin C. Barron 

Introit A Collection of Hymns and Sacred Poems, 1749 
Kirsten Fleischmann, mezzo-soprano 

 Create in me a faithful heart, a spirit right and new.  
Sustain me with your saving love and keep me close to you. 

 Then I will praise you with my heart, my mind, my soul, my voice.  
You save the least and seek the lost; let all the world rejoice! 

 Paraphrase from Psalm 51, David Gambrell (born 1972) 
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*Call to Worship Tom Culp 
Leader We come from a world of sin to this place. 
People    We come to God’s place, but we bring our sin. 
Leader We come from a sinful world of violence and war. 
People    We come to God’s place of peace. 
Leader We come from a sinful world of hatred, racism, and division. 
People    We come to God’s place of welcome to all. 
Leader We come as sinful people, part of sinful systems. 
People    We come to worship a God of love and forgiveness. 

All       Let us worship God. 

*Hymn 438 Rock of  Ages, Cleft for Me 

1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me,  
let me hide myself in thee.  
Let the water and the blood  
from thy wounded side which flowed  
be of sin the perfect cure,  
cleanse from guilt and make me pure. 

2 Not the labors of my hands  
can fulfill thy law’s demands.  
Could my zeal no respite know,  
could my tears for ever flow,  
all for sin could not atone.  
Thou must save, and thou alone. 

3 Nothing in my hand I bring;  
simply to thy cross I cling;  
naked, come to thee for dress,  
helpless, look to the for grace;  
foul, I to the fountain fly;  
wash me, Savior , or I die. 

4 While I draw this fleeting breath,  
when my eyelids close in death,  
when I soar to worlds unknown,  
see thee on thy judgement throne,  
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,  
let me hide myself in thee. 
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Prayer Confessing 
Our Human 

Condition 

 
 

Tom Culp 
Leader Let us come before God  

   and confess our human condition: 
People Forgiving God, we confess that we are sinful people  

   in a sinful world.  
 We choose to do wrong  

   and we participate in the world’s wrongs. 
Leader We are sinful people and ask your forgiveness.  
People Forgive us our sins, O God. 

Leader We acknowledge that sin is not  
   our only condition where we need God: 

People Liberating God, we confess that we are in bondage  
   to the things of  this world. 

Leader Our cultures insist  
   that money, power, success, and prestige are all-important –  
   and we all get caught up in them.  

People Free us from bondage to these systems, O God. 

Leader We acknowledge that God’s realm is our true home: 
People God of  heaven, we confess we are in exile in this world,  

   sometimes losing sight of  your realm.  
Leader We become resigned to the violence, selfishness, and injustice  

   everywhere in our foreign world,  
and we forget that we truly belong  
   in your world of  peace, love, and joy.  

People Bring us home from exile, O God. 

Leader We acknowledge that God’s ways offer true life: 
People God of  goodness, we confess that we are lost  

   in a world of  pain and suffering and infirmity.  
Leader We face so many diseases, and  

   tragedy causes us so much pain in this world.  
People Bring us healing and wholeness, O God. 

 Silence to reflect on our sin, our bondage, our exile, and our infirmity 

Leader O God, we confess all of  this to you. 
People We ask you to continue to offer us  

forgiveness, love, and deliverance in our human condition.  
   Amen. 
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*Forgiveness and 
Deliverance 

 

Leader We are all sinful.  
   We live in sinful systems.  

 We are in bondage and exile and we need God’s love,  
   because we cannot free ourselves.  

 Christ died for us and lives with us  
   to set us free and bring us to God. 

People Hallelujah,  
   we are forgiven, freed, brought home and blessed!  
      Thanks be to God. 

*Hymn 447 

 

Offering Ushers will now receive the offering. You may also make your 
offering electronically using the QR-code to the right or this 
address: https://new.oldfirst.org/donations/ 

 
Solo From Elijah                                 Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 

Kirsten Fleischmann, mezzo-soprano 

 O rest in the Lord, wait patiently for Him,  
   And He shall give thee thy heart’s desires. 
Commit thy way unto Him, and trust in Him; 
   And fret not thyself because of evil-doers. 

 Julius Schubring (1806-1889) 

*Doxology Genevan Psalter, 1551 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 Thomas Ken (1637-1711) 
  

https://new.oldfirst.org/donations/
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Time with Our 
Children 

 
The Reverend Erwin C. Barron 

*The Peace Sebastian Dueñas 
Leader The peace of  the Lord be always with you!  
People And also with you! 

*Hymn 345 In an Age of  Twisted Values 

1 In an age of twisted values,  
   we have lost the truth we need.  
In sophisticated language,  
   we have justified our greed.  
By our struggle for possessions,  
   we have robbed the poor and weak.  
Hear our cry and heal our nation;  
   your forgiveness, Lord, we seek. 

2 We have built discrimination  
   on our prejudice and fear.  
Hatred swiftly turns to cruelty  
   if we hold resentments dear.  
For communities divided  
   by the walls of class and race,  
hear our cry and heal our nation;  
   show us, Lord, your love and grace. 

3 When our families are broken,  
   when our homes are full of strife,  
when our children are bewildered,  
   when they lost ether way in life,  
when we fail to give the aged  
   all the care we know they need,  
hear our cry and heal our nation;  
   help us show more love, we plead. 

4 We who hear your word so often  
   choose so rarely to obey.  
Turn us from our willful wandering;  
   give us truth to light our way.  
In the power of your Spirit  
   come to cleanse us, make us new;  
hear our cry and heal our nation  
   till our nation honors you. 
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Worship Through Hearing God’s Word 

Prayers of 
the People 

 
Chris Burt 

Prayer 
Partners 

Stephen and Betty Voris, Jian Wang, Virginia Webb-Pekelnicky 
and Bob Pekelnicky, Teddy and Eden, Rick and Ellen Wiebe, 
Matt Wolka and family 

The Lord’s  
Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
      on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

   Amen. 

Scripture Psalm 51:1-12 (pages 492-493) 

Luke 15:17-24 (pages 74) 

Romans 7:14-20 (page 147) 

Leader For the Word of  God in scripture, 
For the Word of  God within us, 
For the Word of  God among us: 

People Thanks be to God! 

Sermon “Sin”                                              The Reverend Erwin C. Barron 
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Worship Through Responding to God’s Word 

*Hymn Love Lifted Me 
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Moment for 
Mission 

 
Tom Culp 

*Charge and 
Benediction 

 
The Reverend Erwin C. Barron 

Postlude Sortie in D-Major, Pièces posthumes          César Franck (1822-1890) 

During the postlude, you may either depart or take a seat to listen, as you wish. 

Please join us for coffee hour in the fellowship hall on the lower level. 
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Old First Presbyterian Church, PC(USA) 

Sharing God’s Love, Welcome, and Justice  
On our Corner, in Our City, and in the World  

www.oldfirst.org • 415-776-5552  
Find Us on Facebook and YouTube  

Sam Cheng on Keyboards 

We thank Samuel Cheng for playing organ and piano in today’s worship service! 

Today’s Coffee Hour 

Carolyn Asbury has given today’s coffee hour to express gratitude to each soloist who 
in turn has carried us in worshipful song each summer Sunday. 

Keenan Kelsey Preaching, Next Sunday 

Next Sunday, September 13, we will welcome the Reverend Keenen Kelsey to our 
pulpit. Keenen came to ordained ministry from our own Old First community and 
served as the pastor at Noe Valley Ministry for many years. 

Old First Choir Returns, Next Sunday 
Old First’s choir returns to worship next Sunday, September 13. It’s a joy to welcome 
new and returning choir members to the ministry of worship through music. There 
are no attendance requirements... just arrive at 9:30 am on Sunday mornings whenever 
you can. If you have any questions, please see our music director, Larry Marietta, in 
person at the organ console or by email: at larrymarietta@gmail.com  

4th Saturday Community Dinner, September 26 
This month’s 4th Saturday Community Dinner with our neighbors and friends falls 
on Saturday, September 26. Can you help serve the meal and feast with our guests at 
the dinner? Volunteers are welcomed from 4:45 pm on. Food service begins at 5:15 
pm. Let us know that you can help; send an email to 4thsaturdaydinners@oldfirst.org  

Glenda Hope Documentary, September 26 
A new documentary film on the Reverend Glenda Hope, “Hope in the Streets,” will 
premiere on Saturday, September 26, at 1:00 pm, at the Marina Theater, 2149 
Chestnut Street in San Francisco. The 38-minute documentary film follows Glenda 
across five decades of ministry in San Francisco’s Tenderloin. Glenda’s unwavering 
faith fuels a life of relentless compassion for people the city has 
forgotten—transforming lives and inspiring a community of unlikely 
partners to carry her mission forward. Admission will be by advance 
tickets only. Tickets, at a suggested donation from $5 to $50 per 
ticket, are available through Eventbrite using this QR-code here.  

  

http://www.oldfirst.org/
mailto:larrymarietta@gmail.com
mailto:4thsaturdaydinners@oldfirst.org
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This Week at Old First 

Sunday September 6 
After Worship Coffee Hour 

4:00 pm O1C: Mike Greensill & Friends – Celebrating his 80th birthday! 
7:15 pm AA Friendly Circle, Fellowship Hall 

Monday September 7 
 Labor Day: Church Office Closed 

Wednesday September 9 
 Brad out of office. 

Thursday September 10 
 Brad out of office. 

Saturday September 12 
9:00 am Interfaith Food Pantry 
Sunday September 13 
9:30 am Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 am Worship 
After Worship Coffee Hour 

2:00pm Board of Deacons, On-Line 
4:00 pm O1C: Pianist Kevin Lee Sun & Friends – Look to This Day 
7:15 pm AA Friendly Circle, Fellowship Hall 

Old First Presbyterian Church 

The Reverend Maggi Henderson Pastor 
The Reverend Erwin C. Barron Parish Associate 

Larry Marietta Music Director 
Brad Peterson Church Office Administrator 

 


