Old First
Presbyterian Church

Sunday, September 13, 2026

Worship Through Praising God

Easy-to-use headphones to assist with hearing are available from the ushers.
Please fill out a guest card found in the pew rack
and place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher.
Silence is requested as we prepare our hearts for worship.
* At the asterisk, please rise in body or spirit.

Prelude Psalm-Prelude No. I, Op. 32, No. 1
This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him;
he saved him ont of all his troubles. Psalm 34:6
Herbert Howells (1892-1983)

Welcome and
Church Life The Reverend Erwin C. Barron

Introit  Alleluia Michael Haydn (1737-18006)



*Call to Worship Betty Voris
Leader God whispers your name.
Come and worship.
People All of us: young, old, sister, brother, cousin,
friend, stranger, newcomer.
Leader  God calls your name! From a whisper to a shout:
Come and worship!
People All of us: word-arrangers and finger-painters,
rope-jumpers and slow-walkers,
belly-laughers and soul-singers.
Leader  Here in this place, the light is shining,
the stage is set, joy is brimming and God is beckoning.

Come and worship.
All  All of us, here and now!

*Hymn 409 God is Here

1 God is here! As we your people
meet to offer praise and prayer,
may we find in fuller measure
what it is in Christ we share.
Here, as in the world around us,
all our varied skills and arts
wait the coming of the Spirit
into open minds and hearts.

2 Here are symbols to remind us
of our lifelong need of grace;
here are table, font, and pulpit;
here the cross has central place.
Here in honesty of preaching,
here in silence, as in speech,
here in newness and renewal,
God the Spirit comes to each.

3 Here our children find a welcome,
in the Shepherd’s flock and fold;
here as bread and wine are taken,
Christ sustains us as of old.

Here the servants of the Servant
seek in worship to explore

what it means in daily living

to believe and to adore.



Prayer of
Confession
Leader

People
Leader
People

Leader
People

Teader

Hymn 698

*Assurance of
Forgiveness
Leader

People

Leader

People

Lord of all, of church and kingdom,
in an age of change and doubt
keep us faithful to the gospel;

help us work your purpose out.
Here, in this day’s dedication,

all we have to give, receive:

we, who cannot live without you,
we adore you! We believe!

Betty Voris

If we have been the source of pain, O God,
or to the weak have refused our strength,
if in rebellion we have strayed away,
forgive us, God.
If we have spoken words of cruelty,
or left some suffering unrelieved,
condemn not our insensitivity;
forgive us, God.
If we have been too timid, or perhaps too strident,
If we have because of fear, kept quiet, failed to listen, or
embrace,
forgive us, God.
And now O Holy One, hear our private confessions

Stlence for private confession

Take, O Take Me as I Am
Sung three times

Take, O take me as I am;
summon out what I shall be;
set your seal upon my heart and live in me.

In God we live and move and have our being.
We live in the grace of God.

God’s love is greater than any sin.
We are forgiven. Thanks be to God.
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Offering

Choir

*Doxology
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offering electronically using the OR-code to the right or this
address: bttps:/ [ new.oldfirst.org/ donations/ i g

Kyrie eleison from Messe Solennelle
Louis Vierne (1870-1937)
Lord, have merey.
Christ, have mery.
Lord, have merey.

Kyrie, eleison.
Christe, eleison.
Kyrie, eleison.

Genevan Psalter, 1551
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Thomas Ken (1637-1711)

Children The Reverend Erwin C. Barron
*The Peace Sebastian Duefias
Leader  The peace of the Lord be always with you!
People  And also with you!
| Worship Through Hearing God’s Word
Scripture Colossians 3:12-15
Luke 7:36-50
Leader  For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God within us,
For the Word of God among us:
People Thanks be to God!


https://new.oldfirst.org/donations/

Sermon

Hymn 435

“I Miriam” The Reverend Keenan Kelsey
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy,
like the wideness of the sea.

There’s a kindness in God’s justice,
which is more than liberty.

There is no place where earth’s sorrows
are more felt than up in heaven.

There is no place where earth’s failings
have such kindly judgement given.

For the love of God is broader
than the measures of the mind.
And the heart of the Eternal

is most wonderfully kind.

If our love were but more faithful,
we would gladly trust God’s Words,
and our lives reflect thanksgiving
for the goodness of our Lord.

Worship Through Holy Communion

Invitation to the
Lord’s Table

The Great Prayer
of Thanksgiving
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People

The Lord’s
Prayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The leader continues the prayer.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.



The Words of
Institution

The Bread A/ are invited to come forward to share in the Lord’s Supper.
and the Cup  Receive the bread from the pastor, then dip it in the wine or grape juice.

There is wine in the chalice and grape juice in the cup.
Gluten-free bread is available from the pastor upon request.

Worship Through Responding to God’s Word

*Hymn 526  Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

1  Let us talents and tongues employ,
reaching out with a shout of joy:
bread is broken; the wine is poured;
Christ is spoken and seen and heard.
Jesus lives gain; earth can breathe again;
pass the Word around: loaves abound!

2 Christ is able to make us one;
at the table he sets the tone,
teaching people to live to bless,
love in world and in deed express.
Jesus lives gain; earth can breathe again;
pass the Word around: loaves abound!

3  Jesus calls us in, sends us out
bearing fruit in a world of doubt,
gives us love to tell, bread to share:
God (Immanuel) everywhere!
Jesus lives gain; earth can breathe again;
pass the Word around: loaves abound!
*Charge and
Benediction

Postlude  Toccata Festiva [abridged] Percy Fletcher (1879-1932)
During the postiude, you may either depart or take a seat to listen, as you wish.
Please join us for coffee hour in the fellowship hall on the lower level.



Old First Presbyterian Church, PC(USA)
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| Today’s Guest Preacher: Keenan Kelsey

This morning we welcome the Reverend Keenen Kelsey to our pulpit. Keenan
tfollowed her daughter into Old First in the mid 90’s, and says “she was immediately
put on a committee!” She stayed long enough for Old First to shepherd her through
to ordination. She served Noe Valley Ministry for almost fourteen years, was
moderator of the Presbytery of San Francisco, and a General Assembly representative
several times. Now retired, Keenan lives in Larkspur with her husband Mark and kids
and grandkids close by.

| Today’s Coffee Hour

Larry Marietta, Old First’s music director, has given today’s coffee hour in
thanksgiving for the past and present participants in Old First’s music ministry.

| Old First Choir Returns Today

It’s a joy to welcome new and returning choir members to music leadership in our
worship services. However, if you’re interested in joining this ministry, you still can.
There are no attendance requirements... just arrive at 9:30 am on Sunday mornings
whenever you can. Meanwhile introduce yourself to our music director, Larry
Marietta, either in person at the organ console or by email: larryvmarietta@gmail.com

| BBQ and a Movie, After Worship Next Sunday

Join us after worship next Sunday, September 20, for a BBQ lunch and film viewing.

Bob Pekelnicky and family are smoking pork and will provide a fabulous smoked
BBQ lunch. Please bring a side-dish, salad or dessert to share.

Afterwards, we will have the first viewing of our newly-discovered documentary on
Old First from the 1970s, a mysterious old, 16mm film reel labeled “KGO/OIld First
Church.” We have had the film digitized and will now show it for the first time. The
tilm is undated, and sofar we have seen only snippets, but the film has rare and
interesting footage of Old First’s worship, senior center, fellowship, and choirs in the
1970s. Come try to find people you know or knew.

After the film about our past church life, we will get a report on the progress of our
church’s capital campaign to restore the church for the future life of our ministry in
San Francisco.


http://www.oldfirst.org/
mailto:larrymarietta@gmail.com

| 4™ Saturday Community Dinner, September 26

This month’s 4th Saturday Community Dinner with our neighbors and friends falls
on Saturday, September 26. Can you help serve the meal and feast with our guests at
the dinner? Volunteers are welcomed from 4:45 pm on. Food service begins at 5:15
pm. Let us know that you can help; send an email to 4thsaturdavdinners(@oldfirst.org

| Glenda Hope Documentary, September 26

A new documentary film on the Reverend Glenda Hope, “Hope in the Streets,” will
premiere on Saturday, September 26, at 1:00 pm, at the Marina Theater, 2149
Chestnut Street in San Francisco. The 38-minute documentary film follows Glenda
across five decades of ministry in San Francisco’s Tenderloin. Glenda’s unwavering
taith fuels a life of relentless compassion for people the city has ®
torgotten—transforming lives and inspiring a community of unlikely
partners to carry her mission forward. Admission will be by advance
tickets only. Tickets, at a suggested donation from $5 to $50 per
ticket, are available through Eventbrite using this QR-code here.

| This Week at Old First

Sunday September 13
After Worship Coffee Hour
2:00pm Board of Deacons, On-Line
4:00 pm O1C: Pianist Kevin Lee Sun & Friends — Look to This Day
7:15 pm AA Friendly Circle, Fellowship Hall
Tuesday September 15
7:00 pm  Worship Committee, On-Line
Saturday September 19
9:00 am Interfaith Food Pantry
Sunday September 20
9:30 am Choir Rehearsal
11:00 am Worship
After Worship Coffee Hour
12:30 pm Columbarium Ministry Team, Library
4:00 pm O1C: Noél Wan, harp “Les fleurs du mal”
Sergei Rachmaninoff, Gabriel Fauré, Puccini, Wagner
7:15 pm AA Friendly Circle, Fellowship Hall

Old First Presbyterian Church

The Reverend Maggi Henderson Pastor
The Reverend Erwin C. Barron Parish Associate
Larry Marietta Music Director
Brad Peterson Church Office Administrator
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