Old First

Presbyterian Church

Sunday, September 20, 2026

Worship Through Praising God

Easy-to-use headphones to assist with hearing are available from the ushers.

Prelude

Please fill ont a guest card found in the pew rack
and place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher.

Silence is requested as we prepare our hearts for worship.
* At the asterisk, please rise in body or spirit.

Largo from Xerxes George Frideric Handel (1685-1759)
Arranged by Charles A.A. Diiring (1854-1920)

Rondo from Concerto for the Flute Stop
Johann Christian Heinrich Rinck (1770-18406)
Arranged by Clarence Dickinson (1873-1969)



Welcome and The Reverend Erwin C. Barron, PhD
Church Life Parish Associate

Introit G.A. Homilius (1714-1785)
Arranged by David Marcus Ahlén (1885-1969)

Deo dicamus gratias. Lt us render thanks to God!
*Call to Worship Carolyn Asbury
Leader God, we come to you today as we did in our youth,
People Trying to focus on you,
but still daydreaming about our summer fun,
Leader  God, we come to you today as we did in our youth,
People Full of questions and curiosity,
with a desire to learn and to know.
Leader God, we come to you today as we did in our youth,

People Knowing that we will grow in wisdom and love.
Leader  God, we come to you today just as we did in our youth,
People To give you thanks and praise.
Leader  Let us worship God!

All Amen.

*Hymn 667 When Morning Gilds the Skies

1 When morning gilds the skies, my heart awaking cries:
may Jesus Christ be praised!
Alike at work and prayer to Jesus I repair;
may Jesus Christ be praised!

2 Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find:
may Jesus Christ be praised!
Or fades my earthly bliss? My comfort still is this;
may Jesus Christ be praised!

3 Let earth’s wide circle round in joyful notes resound:
may Jesus Christ be praised!
Let air and sea and sky from depth to height reply:
may Jesus Christ be praised!

4  Be this, while life is mine, my canticle divine:
may Jesus Christ be praised!
Be this the eternal song through all the ages long:
may Jesus Christ be praised!



Prayer of
Confession Carolyn Asbury

God who teaches us,
you have called us to grow in wisdom, stature, and favor

with you and with one another.

Forgive us when we have failed to walk humbly before you,
when we have neglected the Spirit’s work in our lives, or
when we have not sought to learn

from those who teach about you.

Merciful God, help us to make time to study scripture,
to listen to your Word, and to live in such a way

that others may see your grace in us.

Silence for Personal Confession

People In the name of Jesus, our Teacher and Redeemer,
we confess and repent,
and we ask for your mercy and restoration.
Amen.
*Assurance of
Forgiveness
Leader  The Second Chapter of the Gospel according to Luke
does not explicitly mention “forgiveness,”
but it does present a picture of God’s ongoing favor,
Jesus’ growth in wisdom,
and the deep trust of parents,
which together point to the assurance
that God’s grace is constant.
God’s grace is not withdrawn
because of misunderstandings or absence.
The grace that covers our sin
secures our forgiveness.
Believe the good news:

People The grace of God is upon us.
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Offering  Ushers will now receive the offering. Y ou may also matke
your offering electronically using the OR-code to the right or
this address: https:/ [ new.oldfirst.org/ donations/

of
Anthem American Folk Melody
Funk’s Genuine Church Music, 1832

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,

is laid for your faith in God’s excellent Word!
What more can be said than to you God hath said,
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

“Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid,;
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

“When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
tfor I will be near thee, thy troubles to bless,
and sanctify to thee they deepest distress.

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
thy dross to consume, and they gold to refine.

“The soul that on Jesus had leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake.”

“K” in John Rippons’s A Selection of Hymmns, 1787


https://new.oldfirst.org/donations/

*Doxology

Time with Our

Genevan Psalter, 1551
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Thomas Ken (1637-1711)

Children The Reverend Erwin C. Barron, PhD
*The Peace Sebastian Duefias
Leader  The peace of the Lord be always with youl
People  And also with you!
*Hymn 442  Just as I Am, Without One Plea
1  Just as I am, without one plea,
but that thy blood was shed for me,
and that thou biddest me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, I come; I come.
2 Just as I am, though tossed about
with many a conflict, many a doubt,
fightings and fears within, without,
O Lamb of God, I come; I come.
3 Just as I am, thou wilt receive,
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
because thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come; I come.
4  Just as I am, thy love unknown
has broken every barrier down;
now to be thine, yea, thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come; I come.
| Worship Through Hearing God’s Word
Prayers of
the People Roseanne Hoo
Prayer  Alison Armstrong and Julia, Beth Arnaoot and Liny Adams, Carolyn
Partners  Asbury, Scott Ballantyne, Erwin Barron and Coy Abellano



The Lord’s
Prayer

Scripture

Leader

People

Sermon

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Luke 2:41-52 Contemporary English Version

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for Passover. And
when Jesus was twelve years old, they all went there as usual for
the celebration. After Passover, his parents left, but they did not
know that Jesus had stayed on in the city. They thought he was
traveling with some other people, and they went a whole day
before they started looking for him. When they could not find him
with their relatives and friends, they went back to Jerusalem and
started looking for him there.

Three days later, they found Jesus sitting in the temple, listening to
the teachers and asking them questions. Everyone who heard him
was surprised at how much he knew and at the answers he gave.

When his parents found him, they were amazed. His mother said,
“Son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been
very worried, and we have been searching for you!” Jesus
answered, “Why did you have to look for me? Didn’t you know
that I would be in my Father’s house?” But they did not
understand what he meant.

Jesus went back to Nazareth with his parents and obeyed them.
His mother kept on thinking about all that had happened. Jesus
became wise, and he grew strong. God was pleased with him and
so were the people.

For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God within us,
For the Word of God among us:
Thanks be to God!

“Jesus’ First Trouble”
The Reverend Lautie Garrett-Cobbina, PhD



Worship Through Responding to God’s Word

*Hymn 765  Canto de Esperanza/Song of Hope
We sing the song twice.

May the God of hope go with us every day,
filling all our lives with love and joy and peace.
May the God of justice speed us on our way,
bringing light and hope to every land and race.
Praying, let us work for peace;
singing, share our joy with all;
working for a world that’s new,
faithful when we hear Christ’s call.
Moment for

Mission Tom Culp
*Charge and
Benediction

Postlude  Allegro pomposo Thomas Roseingrave (c.1690-1766)

During the postlude, yon may either depart or take a seat to listen, as you wish.
Please join us for coffee hour in the fellowship hall on the lower level.



Old First Presbyterian Church, PC(USA)

Sharing God’s Love, Welcome, and Justice oF
On our Corner, in Our City, and in the World
www.oldfirst.org ¢ 415-776-5552

Find Us on Facebook and YouTube [=]
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Today’s Guest Preacher: Laurie Garrett-Cobbina |

This morning we welcome the Reverend Laurie Garrett-Cobbina, PhD, to our pulpit.

Dr. Garrett-Cobbina is Professor of Pastoral Care and Education, Shaw Chair for
CPE Program, and PI for Mastery Based Theological Education at San Francisco
Theological Seminary (SFTS) at San Anselmo. She holds a PhD in Interdisciplinary
Studies from the Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, ThM and MDiv from
Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, NJ, BS in Mathematics from Syracuse
University, Syracuse, NY, and ACPE Certified Clinical Pastoral Educator, Decatur,
GA.

Laurie recently completed her tenure as Dean of SFTS. Prior to her deanship and in
concert with her professorship, Laurie served as Interim Pastor, St. Andrew
Presbyterian Church, Marin City, CA. Prior to joining SFTS, Laurie served as
Spiritual Care Manager, Clinical Pastoral Educator, and Chaplain at Carolinas
Medical Center, Chatlotte, NC. She also pastored Smallwood Presbyterian Church in
Charlotte. Laurie also held a position as educator and chaplain California Pacific
Medical Center, San Francisco in the late 1990s, and during that time, she attended
Old First Presbyterian Church and the Church for All Peoples.

Laurie is originally from Indianapolis, IN, where, after completing seminary and
ordination, she began her work as a Clinical Pastoral Educator and Chaplain at
Methodist Hospital (now Indiana University Medical Center), Indianapolis, IN and
served as Parish Associate at her home church, Witherspoon United Presbyterian
Church in Indianapolis.

Laurie is an ordained ruling elder and teaching elder in the Presbyterian Church
(USA), the daughter of educators and athletes, and a considers herself a life-long
learner. Laurie enjoys swimming, writing, crocheting, and family life. Laurie is
married to Dr. Michael Cobbina, where they live in the Bay Area with their son
William and mother-in-law Cecilia Anderson.


http://www.oldfirst.org/

BBQ and a Movie, After Worship

Join us after worship today for a BBQ lunch and film viewing.

Bob Pekelnicky and family are smoking pork and will provide a fabulous smoked
BBQ lunch. Others are providing side-dishes, salads and desserts.

And after feasting, we will have the first viewing of our newly-discovered docu-
mentary on Old First from the 1970s, a mysterious old, 16mm film reel labeled
“KGO/0OId First Church.” We have had the film digitized and will show it today for
the first time. The film is undated, and sofar we have seen only snippets, but the film
has rare and interesting footage of Old First’s worship, senior center, fellowship, and
choirs in the 1970s. Come try to find people you know or knew.

Atfter this film about our past church life, we will also hear a report on the progress
of our church’s capital campaign to restore the church for the future life of our
ministry in San Francisco.

Glenda Hope Documentary, September 26

A new documentary film on the Reverend Glenda Hope, “Hope in the Streets,” will
premiere on Saturday, September 26, at 1:00 pm, at the Marina Theater, 2149
Chestnut Street in San Francisco. The 38-minute documentary film follows Glenda
across five decades of ministry in San Francisco’s Tenderloin. Glenda’s unwavering
taith fuels a life of relentless compassion for people the city has
forgotten—transforming lives and inspiring a community of unlikely
partners to carry her mission forward. Admission will be by advance
tickets only. Tickets, at a suggested donation from $5 to $50 per
ticket, are available through Eventbrite using this QR-code here.

4™ Saturday Community Dinner, September 26

This month’s 4th Saturday Community Dinner with our neighbors and friends falls
on Saturday, September 26. Can you help serve the meal and feast with our guests at
the dinner? Volunteers are welcomed from 4:45 pm on. Food service begins at 5:15
pm. Let us know that you can help; send an email to

4thsaturdaydinners@oldfirst.or


mailto:4thsaturdaydinners@oldfirst.org

This Week at Old First

Sunday

After Worship
12:30 pm

4:00 pm

7:15 pm
Tuesday
6:00 pm
Saturday
9:00 am
5:15 pm
Sunday
9:30 am
11:00 am
After Worship
4:00 pm

7:15 pm

September 20

BBQ and a Movie

Columbarium Ministry Team, Library

O1C: Noél Wan, harp “Les fleurs du mal”

Sergei Rachmaninoff, Gabriel Fauré, Puccini, Wagner

AA Friendly Circle, Fellowship Hall

September 22

Session, On-Line

September 26

Interfaith Food Pantry

4th Saturday Community Dinner

September 27

Choir Rehearsal

Worship

Coffee Hour

O1C: Atom String Quartet from Poland: Dawid Lubowicz &
Mateusz Smoczynski, violins, Michal Zaborski, viola, Krzysztof
Lenczowski, cello

AA Friendly Circle, Fellowship Hall

Old First Presbyterian Church

The Reverend Maggi Henderson
The Reverend Erwin C. Barron

Pastor

Parish Associate

Music Director

Church Office Administrator

Larry Marietta
Brad Peterson
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