Old First
Presbyterian Church

Sunday, September 27, 2026

Worship Through Praising God

Easy-to-use headphones to assist with hearing are available from the ushers.
Please fill ont a guest card found in the pew rack
and place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher.
Silence is requested as we prepare our hearts for worship.

* At the asterisk, please rise in body or spirit.

Prelude The Peacherine Rag Scott Joplin (1868-1917)

Arranged by E. Power Biggs (1906-1977)
Welcome and

Church Life The Reverend Erwin C. Barron

Introit Fijian Traditional Melody
Arranged by Leslie Norman Garrett (1943-2017)

This is the day that our God has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24



*Call to Worship
Leader

People

Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader

People

All
*Hymn 611
1

We come to worship today

sure of God’s presence in our difficult lives.
And that gives us blessing and happiness.

(sung)

If we’re happy and we know it, clap your hands!
(The people clap their hands twice.)
If we’re happy and we know it, shout for joy!

(With arms in the air) Hallelujah!
Yes, we’re happy and we know it,
And we’re glad that we can show it.

Yes, we’re happy and we know it
with God here!

Let us worship God!
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore thee

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,
God of Glory, Lotd of love!

Hearts unfold like flowers before thee,
opening to the sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
drive the dark of doubt away.

Giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.

All thy works with joy surround thee;
earth and heaven reflect thy rays;

stars and angels sing around thee,
center of unbroken praise

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flowery meadow, flashing sea,

chanting bird and flowing fountain,
call us to rejoice in thee.

Mortals, join the happy chorus
which the morning stars began.
Love divine is reigning o’er us,
joining all in heaven’s plan.
Ever singing, march we onward,
victors in the midst of strife.
Joyful music leads us sunward
in the triumph song of life.

Jeanne Kirkwood



Prayer of
Confession

People

*Assurance of
Forgiveness
Leader

People

All

Offering

Jeanne Kirkwood

Oh God of love and blessing,

we know that you bring us good news of great joy!
But sometimes the world of pain and suffering

is too much for us.
We become sad, cynical, and angry.

Or we wear smiley faces to cover the pain.
We are wrong to think Christians must have fake smiles.
O God, when we feel sad and pessimistic, give us hope!

When we are angry at evil, help us fight for justice!

When hatred and fear overwhelm us, give us courage!

Stlence for Personal Confession

O God of love, stand with us in our bad times.
Use our anger and sadness to help us change the world.
Forgive us our hatred and fear

and renew our blessing and joy.

The angels were right!
God brings us good news of great JOY, born in Bethlehem:
In Christ we are forgiven!

(sung)
We’ve got that joy, joy, joy, joy
down in our hearts!
Where!?
Down in our hearts!
Where!?
Down in our hearts!
We’ve got that joy, joy, joy, joy
down in our hearts;
down in our hearts to stay!

Amen!

Ushers will now receive the offering. Y ou may also matke
your offering electronically using the QR-code to the right or
this address: hitps:/ [ new.oldfirst.org/ donations/



https://new.oldfirst.org/donations/

Anthem  Oh Happy Day, from the movie Sister Act 2
Edwin Hawkins (1943-2018)

Arranged by Roger Emerson (born 1950)

Oh, happy day, when Jesus washed my sins away.
He taught me how to watch, fight and pray!
And he’ll rejoice every day.

When I get to heaven,

I’m gonna talk right down, yeah;
Ask my Lord Jesus, all right,
For my starry ground, oh yeah.

I ain’t been to heaven,

That’s what I’ve been told,

That the streets up there, all right,
That they’re paved with gold.

Yeabh, if you go there,
Yeah, before I do,
Just tell my friends I’'m there,
This I’'m coming too, yeah!
Unattributed in Wesleyan Sacred Harp, 1854
Based on hymns by Edward Rimbault (1816-1876)
and Philip Doddridge (1702-1751)

*Doxology Genevan Psalter, 1551
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Thomas Ken (1637-1711)
Time with Our
Children The Reverend Erwin C. Barron

*The Peace Sebastian Duefias
Leader  The peace of the Lord be always with youl!
People  And also with you!



*Hymn 47  Bless All Who Trust in God (Psalm 128)
1  Bless all who trust in God
and walk within God’s ways;
bless every soul whose happiness
springs from the Lord’s own praise!
2 Let families be strong
and sparkle bright as wine;
let partners and let children thrive
and flourish like the vine!
3  And since we may not boast
such joys are ours by right,
teach us good Lotd, to take your gifts
with thanks and with delight.
Worship Through Hearing God’s Word |
Prayers of
the People Mary Russell
Prayer  Gabriele Beck-Engeser, George Becker and Christo Bresnahan,
Partners ~ Michael and Nina Berg, Lisa Bigley, Courtney Blake, Chris and
Cindy Burt, Carol Carter
The Lord’s  Our Father, who art in heaven,
Prayer hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.



Solo

Refrain

Scripture

Genesis 5:1b-2a

Psalm 1:1-2

Ecclesiastes 3:12-13

Isaiah 55:12

Matthew 5:3-5, 11

African American Spiritual
Arranged by Margaret Bonds (1913-1972)
Chelsea Hollow, soprano
You can tell the world about this,
You can tell the nation about that,
Tell them what Jesus has done,
Tell them that the Comforter has come,
And he brought joy, joy, joy to my soul.

He took my feet out the mercy clay; Yes, He did.
He placed them on the Rock to stay; Yes, He did. Refrain

My Lord done just what He said; Yes, He did.
He healed the sick and raised the dead; Yes, He did. Refraimn

When God created humankind, he made them in the likeness of
God. Male and female he created them, and he blessed them.

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked,
or take the path that sinners tread,
or sit in the seat of scoffers;

but their delight is in the law of the Lozrd,
and on his law they meditate day and night.

I know that there is nothing better for people than to be happy
and enjoy themselves as long as they live; moreover, it is God’s
gift that all should eat and drink and take pleasure in all their toil.

For you shall go out in joy,
and be led back in peace;

the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

Blessed/Happy are the poor in spitit,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed/Happy are those who mourn,

for they will be comforted.
Blessed/Happy are the meek,

for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed/Happy are you

when people revile you and persecute you

and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad,

for your reward is great in heaven
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Luke 1:46-49

Luke 2:9-11

Leader

People

Sermon

And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
tor he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed.”

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”

For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God within us,
For the Word of God among us:
Thanks be to God!

“God Bless Us, Every One” The Reverend Erwin C. Barron

Worship Through Responding to God’s Word

*Hymn 134
1

Joy to the World

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her king;

let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing...

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!

Let all their songs employ,

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy...

No more let sins and sorrows grow,

nor thorns infest the ground;

he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found...

He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness

and wonders of his love...



*Charge and

Benediction

Moment for Toni Eby MSW;, Chief Executive Officer
Mission San Francisco SafeHouse
Postlude  TFanfare Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens (1823-1886)

During the postiude, you may either depart or take a seat to listen, as you wish.

Please join us on the lower level for coffee hour in the fellowship hall
and for further conversation with Toni Eby in the Munro Room.



Old First Presbyterian Church, PC(USA)

Sharing God’s Love, Welcome, and Justice oF
On our Corner, in Our City, and in the World
www.oldfirst.org ¢ 415-776-5552

Find Us on Facebook and YouTube [=]

| Today’s Flowers and Coffee Hour |
Chuck and Emily Olson have given both today’s flowers and today’s coffee hour in
thanksgiving for their 12" wedding anniversary this past Sunday, September 20.

b

I trust in your unfailing love; nzy heart rejoices in_your salvation.
I will sing the Lord’s praise, for he has been good to me.
Psalm 13:5-6 quoted on their wedding bulletin

| Toni Eby of SafeHouse, After Coffee Hour |
Get a cup of coffee and join us in the Munro Room for further conversation with
Toni Eby MSW, Chief Executive Officer of SafeHouse.

As a survivor, Toni has a strong commitment to advocating for and serving
survivors of sexual exploitation and violence. In her previous role as Outreach &
Training Manager, she gained valuable expertise in program development, outreach,
and fundraising. Toni has been with the organization for the past decade, and has
held a variety of positions at SafeHouse, including Outreach & Training Manager,
Operations Manager, and Residential Counselor. Additionally, she has served as a
Domestic Violence Counselor for St. Vincent De Paul’s Riley Center, where she
worked to counsel, advocate for, and empower survivors of violence. She holds a
master’s degree in Social Work and a bachelor’s degree in Women and Gender
Studies from San Francisco State University. She is also the 2022 recipient of San
Francisco Collaborative Against Human Trafficking’s Modern Day Abolitionist
award.

Toni is a graduate of San Francisco SafeHouse and uses her personal experience as
motivation and inspiration to continue serving survivors of sexual exploitation.

As someone who is deeply passionate about women’s empowerment and breaking the cycle
of exploitation and homelessness, 1 am excited about the opportunity to lead this wonderful
organization — an organigation that helped change my life. “Toni Eby

| World Communion Sunday, Next Sunday |
Next Sunday, October 4, is World Communion Sunday. We will join congregations
around the world in celebrating communion and will also receive the Presbyterian
Church (USA)’s special World Communion Offering. For more information, see the
insert in this bulletin.



http://www.oldfirst.org/

Review of Ballot Propositions & Initiatives via Zoom
October 18 & October 25

Please join Betty Packard Voris, member of Old First and
chairperson of the San Francisco Ballot Simplification Council,
for a review of the ballot propositions and initiatives on the San
Francisco and California ballots via Zoom at 2:00 pm on Sunday,
October 18, and Sunday, October 25. Given the large number of
initiatives and their complicated language, we are scheduling two
sessions for Betty to explain the initiatives and their implications.
(Note: Election Day is November 3.)

&

To join the Zoom meetings, use either the QR-code to the right or this address:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88276425382°pwd=UT7ja5bu4A3cqXzrYe580vpBcOtvQlL.1

| This Week at Old First

Sunday September 27
After Worship Coffee Hour
After Coffee Hour Conversation with Toni Eby, CEO of SafeHouse, Munro Room
4:00 pm O1C: Atom String Quartet from Poland: Dawid Lubowicz &
Mateusz Smoczyniski, violins, Michal Zaborski, viola, Krzysztof
Lenczowski, cello

7:15 pm
Friday

Saturday

9:00 am
Sunday

9:30 am

11:00 am
After Worship
7:15 pm
Monday

Tuesday

AA Friendly Circle, Fellowship Hall
October 2

Church Office Closed: Brad on Vacation
October 3

Interfaith Food Pantry

October 4 World Communion Sunday
Choir Rehearsal

Worship

Coffee Hour

AA Friendly Circle, Fellowship Hall
October 5

Church Office Closed: Brad on Vacation
October 6

Church Office Closed: Brad on Vacation

Old First Presbyterian Church

The Reverend Maggi Henderson
The Reverend Erwin C. Barron

Pastor
Parish Associate
Larry Marietta Music Director

Brad Peterson
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Church Office Administrator


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88276425382?pwd=UT7ja5bu4A3cqXzrYe58ovpBcOtvQL.1

