
 
 

Old First  

Presbyterian  

Church 

 
Worship Through Praising God 

Easy-to-use headphones to assist with hearing are available from the ushers. 

Please fill out a guest card found in the pew rack  

and place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher. 

Silence is requested as we prepare our hearts for worship.  

* At the asterisk, please rise in body or spirit. 

Prelude Prelude on HSUAN P’ING                        Chinese Confucian Chant 

Prelude on TOKYO                                      Tune by Isao Koizumi 
Arranged by Philip Jones (born 1949) 

Welcome and 
Church Life 

 
The Reverend Erwin C. Barron 
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Introit The Feast Is Ready                          Graham Kendrick (born 1950) 

 The trumpets sound; the angels sing;  
the feast is ready to begin.  
The gates of heaven are open wide,  
and Jesus welcomes you inside. 

    Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight. 
   Come and revel in heaven’s love and light. 
   Take your place at the table of the King. 
   The feast is ready to begin.  

 Tables are laden with good things;  
O taste the peace and joy he brings.  
He’ll fill you up with love divine;  
he’ll turn your water into wine. 

    Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight… 

*Call to Worship Kurt Schwartzmann 
Leader On World Communion Sunday  

we join with Christians around the world: 
People    We come to the table of love. 
Leader With those gathered in great stone cathedrals with soaring arches: 
People    We come to the table of peace 
Leader With brothers and sisters gathered in one-room, country churches  

surrounded by wheat fields: 
People    We come to the table of abundance. 
Leader With youth in church camps passing bread  

around smoky campfires by the lake: 
People    We come to the table of community. 
Leader With folks singing in a thatch-roofed hut  

in a humid Philippine jungle: 
People    We come to the table of joy. 
Leader We join with Christians everywhere! 
People    We come to eat the bread and drink the wine  

   and be one with Christ. 
All Let us worship God. 
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*Hymn 770 I’m Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table 

1 I’m gonna eat at the welcome table;  
I’m gonna eat at the welcome table, Alleluia. 
I’m gonna eat at the welcome table;  
I’m gonna eat at the welcome table, Alleluia. 

2 I’m gonna eat and drink with my Jesus… 

3 I’m gonna join with sisters, brothers… 

4 Here all the world will find a welcome… 

5 We’re gonna feast on milk and honey… 
Prayer of  

Confession 
 

Kurt Schwartzmann 
 O loving God, you prepare a welcoming table  

   for us to share with you and be part of  you. 
 Forgive us when we mistreat your invitation  

   to the communion table. 
 Forgive us when we fence the table from others,  

   those not like us. 
 Forgive us when we think of  ourselves  

   as unworthy to come to the table. 
 Help us remember that you welcome all to this table,  

   even those who are unsure, doubting, confused,  
   outcast, sinful, living on the margins. 

 Forgive us when we come to the table too casually,  
   as a meaningless routine. 

 Forgive us when the taste of  bread and wine  
   becomes bland and uninspiring.  

 Forgive us when we fail to remember you –  
   your work, your love, your sacrifice, your promise. 

 Forgive us when we leave the table unchanged, unaffected  
   by your profound presence here. 

    Time for Silent Prayer 

 O loving God, you are present at this table,  
   forgive us our failures and uncertainties and mistakes.  

 And welcome us, as you always have,  
   at this table of  love. Amen. 
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*Assurance of  
Forgiveness 

 

Leader God comes to us at this table and welcomes all of  us,  
   just as we are: loved and forgiven. 

People In Christ we are forgiven.  Hallelujah! 

*Hymn 447 

 

Offering Ushers will now receive the offering. You may also make your 
offering electronically using the QR-code to the right or this 
address: https://new.oldfirst.org/donations/ 

 
Anthem Bread and Wine                                            American Hymntune 

Arranged by Austin Cole Lovelace (1919-2020) 
 Bread of the world in mercy broken,  

Wine of the soul in mercy shed, 
By whom the words of life were spoken  
And in whose death our sins are dead, 
Look on the heart by sorrow broken,  
Look on the tears by sinners shed, 
And be thy feast to us the token  
That by thy grace our souls are fed. 

 Reginald Heber (1783-1826) 

*Doxology Genevan Psalter, 1551 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 Thomas Ken (1637-1711) 
  

https://new.oldfirst.org/donations/
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Time with Our 
Children 

 
The Reverend Erwin C. Barron 

*The Peace Sebastian Dueñas 
Leader The peace of  the Lord be always with you!  
People And also with you! 

Worship Through Hearing God’s Word 

Scripture 1 Corinthians 11:17-26 

Leader For the Word of  God in scripture, 
For the Word of  God within us, 
For the Word of  God among us: 

People Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Do this! Remember!                       The Reverend Erwin C. Barron 

Worship Through Holy Communion 

Invitation to the 
Lord’s Table 

 

The Great Prayer 
of  Thanksgiving 

 

Leader On this World Communion Day,  
   the Lord be with you:  

People And with Christians around the world  
   at this table today. 

Leader Lift up your hearts, minds, souls, and hands.  
People We join with millions of  others today  

   lifting them to the Lord. 
Leader Let us give thanks to the Lord our God across our world. 
People It is right to join others  

   in loud, joyous, hopeful thanks and praise. 
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 The leader continues the prayer. 

The Lord’s  
Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name,  
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done,  
      on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts,  

   as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

   Amen. 
The Words of 

Institution 
 

The Bread 
and the Cup 

Three tables are set up on and in front of  the chancel. Each has a variety of  
cups and chalices, pitchers of  wine and pitchers of  grape juice, and many 
different kinds of  bread from different cultures. When invited, please go to 
any of  the tables and stand around it with a few others. If  you are unable to 
go to a table, stay seated and we will bring the elements to you. 

At the table, choose a chalice or cup for yourself, then pour wine or grape 
juice in the chalice. Don’t be reluctant to use the large, ceremonial chalices – 
they are for the people.  

Then choose one of  the breads, and break off  a piece of  bread for yourself. 
(you will need to put down your cup to break off  the bread). Be generous and 
take a substantial piece. Hold your cup in one hand and a piece of  bread in 
the other while standing around the table with your sisters and brothers in 
Christ.  

Following instructions of  the presider, either drink from your cup or dip your 
bread into the cup and taste the body and blood of  Christ together. 

Prayer after 
Communion 

 

Leader Let us join with all of  our brothers and sisters in Christ  
around tables like this across the world to say: 

People Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen. 
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Worship Through Responding to God’s Word 

*Hymn 769 For Everyone Born 

1 For everyone born, a place at the table, 
for everyone born, clean water and bread,  
a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing,  
for everyone born, a star overhead… 

Refrain    And God will delight when we are creators  
   of justice and joy, compassion and peace:  
   yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy. 

2 For woman and man, a place at the table,  
revising the roles, deciding the share,  
with wisdom and grace, dividing the power,  
for woman and man, a system that’s fair… 

3 For young and for old, a place at the table,  
a voice to be heard, a part in the song,  
the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled,  
for young and for old, the right to belong…  

4 For just and unjust, a place at the table,  
abuser, abused, with need to forgive,  
in anger, in hurt, a mindset of mercy,  
for just and unjust, a new way to live…  

5 For everyone born, a place at the table,  
to live without fear, and simply to be,  
to work, to speak out, to witness and worship,  
for everyone born, the right to be free…  

Moment for 
Mission 

Cathy Michalec, Executive Director 
Little Brothers Friends of  the Elderly – San Francisco Chapter 

*Charge and 
Benediction 

 

Postlude Tico Tico No Fubá                      Zequinha de Abreu (1880-1935) 
Aloysio de Oliviera (1914-1995) 

During the postlude, you may either depart or take a seat to listen, as you wish. 

Please join us for coffee hour in the fellowship hall on the lower level. 
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Old First Presbyterian Church, PC(USA) 

Sharing God’s Love, Welcome, and Justice  
On our Corner, in Our City, and in the World  

www.oldfirst.org • 415-776-5552  
Find Us on Facebook and YouTube  

Today’s Coffee Hour 

Mary Russell has given today’s coffee hour in gratitude for Sebastian, Angela and 
Eder in the life of our Old First family - and for all their service! 

World Communion Sunday, Today 

Today is World Communion Sunday. We join congregations around the world in 
celebrating communion and the congregations of the Presbyterian Church (USA) in 
gathering our special World Communion Offering. For more information, see the 
insert in this bulletin, and use the envelope to make your special offering. 

Old First Garage Mural, Saturday, October 10 

Finally, we have a sure date: We’ll begin painting the 
mural on our Old First Garage on Saturday, October 
10, at 10:00 am in the Bank of America parking lot. 
Come and help get this inspirational mural on the 
wall! If you can come and help, please let Erwin 
Barron know. 
 

Review of Ballot Propositions & Initiatives via Zoom 
October 18 & October 25 

Please join Betty Packard Voris, member of Old First and 
chairperson of the San Francisco Ballot Simplification Council, 
for a review of the ballot propositions and initiatives on the San 
Francisco and California ballots via Zoom at 2:00 pm on Sunday, 
October 18, and Sunday, October 25. Given the large number of 
initiatives and their complicated language, we are scheduling two 
sessions for Betty to explain the initiatives and their implications. 
(Note: Election Day is November 3.)  

To join the Zoom meetings, use either the QR-code to the right or this address: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88276425382?pwd=UT7ja5bu4A3cqXzrYe58ovpBcOtvQL.1  

  

http://www.oldfirst.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88276425382?pwd=UT7ja5bu4A3cqXzrYe58ovpBcOtvQL.1
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125th Anniversary Film Discovered 
Digging through Old First archives, we recently discovered a reel of 
16mm film with the label “KGO - Old First Church.” It turned out to 
be a special documentary film produced by a local TV station in 1974 on 
Old First’s 125th anniversary. Since in 2024 we celebrated our 175th 
anniversary, we can now look back 50 years - half a century - to see how 

we have evolved. Yet it’s amazing how the 
sermon of former pastor John Bodo so much 
reflects our views today about sharing God’s love in our city and 
the world. Old First continues to “enlarge the place of our tent” 
as the film suggests at the end. Check out Old First in 1974 by 
using the QR-code or this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gF8X0W76F10   

This Week at Old First 

Sunday October 4, World Communion Sunday 
After Worship Coffee Hour 

After Coffee Conversation with Cathy Michalec, Executive Director 
Little Brothers Friends of the Elderly – San Francisco Chapter 

7:15 pm AA Friendly Circle, Fellowship Hall 
Monday October 5 

 Church Office Closed 
Tuesday October 6 

 Church Office Closed 
Saturday October 10 

9:00 am Interfaith Food Pantry 
10:00 am Old First Garage Mural Begins 
Sunday October 11 
9:30 am Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 am Worship 
After Worship Coffee Hour 

2:00 pm Board of Deacons, On-Line 
7:15 pm AA Friendly Circle, Fellowship Hall 

Monday October 12 
 Church Office Closed 

Old First Presbyterian Church 

The Reverend Maggi Henderson Pastor 
The Reverend Erwin C. Barron Parish Associate 

Larry Marietta Music Director 
Brad Peterson Church Office Administrator 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gF8X0W76F10

